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Value of the week: FREEDOM

Happy Summer Holidays!
On behalf of all of the staff and Governors of Newchurch Primary School can I please take this
opportunity to thank you all for your continued support of the school over this academic year. Your
support really does matter to us all and we really don’t take your generosity and assistance for granted
as we know that there are many aspects of school life that we simply could not achieve without our
wider community. Please can we take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and safe summer holiday
and we look forward to seeing you all when school re-opens to children on the 4th September.
J Rock
We have held our first J Rock auditions to discuss options for our 2018/19 entry.
Over the Summer Michelle will be working hard to storyboard and assign roles based
on what she has seen during the auditions in readiness for our Federation entry. To
date 49 pupils from Newchurch have put themselves up for the challenge! Once
again it looks like we will have a phenomenal federation entry! Michelle has some
great ideas for costume and characters and is already thinking about the talent that
lies within both of the schools and how best this can be incorporated. Watch this
space for more information early in the Autumn Term!

New Pupil Leadership Team:
Mr Watterson, Ms Petrossian and myself spent a couple of lovely days interviewing all candidates from
Years 4 & Year 5 wishing to take on increased pupil leadership responsibilities next year. All
candidates were subject to a formal interview, which whilst daunting also showcased just how
confident and articulate our children have become. Children were asked to consider the qualities
required for the role, new ideas and had to respond to certain scenarios as part of the process. As in
real life, not all candidates could be successful and it was great to see the resilience of our children as
they celebrated with the successful applicants but also managed their own emotions when disappointed.
I am delighted to share that our new leadership team are:
Head Boy

Corey M

Deputy Head Boy

Jack M

Chair of Young Governors

Harvey

Head Girl

Daisy Su T

Deputy Head Girl

Bo-Ella

Events Co-ordinators

Lola / Maizee

Clerk to the Young Governors Martha
Red House Captains

Owen D / Evie L

Green House Captains Cara/ Ella P

Yellow House Captains Beth / Molly P
Blue House Captains

Computing Co-ordinators

Mimi / Rhys / Jake W / Ted

Resource managers

Freya J / Theo

All badges will be awarded in the first Celebration Assembly in September.

Charlie / Eadie

Awards Evening Photographs
Please note that the official photographs from our wonderful Awards Evening are still not
yet ‘live’. As soon as they are available we will publish on the school website and Facebook
feed. Here are some little teasers of what we can expect to see…

Changes at Newchurch Primary
Over the Summer holidays there will be a few changes occurring! We will be having a lovely new entrance
created for our Reception area which will be opened in the new academic year by Mrs Hoar.
Just to remind you that in September classes should be accessed via the following routes:
Year R—through the side entrance to the left of the school not through courtyard.
Year 1—through the side entrance to the right of the building.
Year 2—through the side entrance to the right of the building, across the playground to the mobile.
Year 3—through the side entrance to the right of the building.
Year 4—through the side entrance to the right of the building.
Year 5—through the playground and enter the rear of the building and up the stairs.
Year 6—through the playground and enter the rear of the building and up the stairs.
Please can we encourage parents of all year groups (excluding Reception class initially) to allow their children
to access the building independently.
SUSPENSION OF SCHOOL APP
In response to parent requests we will be making school communication more effective and
streamlined from September. To this end the School App will no longer be operational and so
please delete this from your devices as it will no longer reflect the most up-to-date
information regarding the school.
Please refer to the school website for any key information/dates in the first instance.

EMAIL ADDRESSES
We are looking to reduce the volume of paper in school and to this end we will
be communicating more via email from September. To that end please can
you make sure that the school has the most up to date and accurate email address for your family.

HEATWAVE ALERT
We have been advised of a heatwave alert for this
weekend so once again please keep safe in the sun
and remember to slip. slap, slop!
We want to see everyone back fit, healthy and
happy in September!

AUTUMN TERM LUNCHTIME MENU
Please note that we will be offering Sausage Pasta Bake on Tuesday 4th September and not
Chicken Stir Fry as advertised.
Please do not forget that the cost of a school meal is increasing to £2.05 from 4th September

IMPORTANT DATES FOR NEXT ACADEMIC YEAR
4TH SEPTEMBER

SCHOOL RETURNS

17TH SEPTEMBER CLUBS START
24TH SEPTEMBER FONS MEETING
26TH SEPTEMBER INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL PHOTOS
5TH OCTOBER FEDERATION WALK
10TH OCTOBER HARVEST FESTIVAL
11TH OCTOBER NEW INTAKE TOURS OF NEWCHURCH
19TH OCTOBER INSET DAY

16TH NOVEMBER ONLINE SAFETY WORKSHOP FOR PARENTS
23RD NOVEMBER CHRISTMAS FAYRE
29TH NOVEMBER CLUBS FINISH
11TH DECEMBER NATIVITY PERFORMANCE
12TH DECEMBER NATIVITY PERFORMANCE

ONLINE SAFETTY TIP
But everyone else is playing it!” – How do I decide if a game is right for my child?

We know that we need to talk to children about their experiences online and how they can stay safe on the
internet. We therefore thought it was sensible with the summer holidays approaching to share this advice
which may help you look at the ways in which you can decide what games and apps are suitable for your child.
“But everyone else is playing it!”
This is something parents tell us they hear a lot from their children. As each new gaming fad or craze progresses, children can sometimes feel like they’re the only one who’s being left out. However, it can be helpful
for parents to dig a little deeper. It’s important to remember that just because everyone at school is talking
about a game, it doesn’t necessarily mean that they are playing it.
Try talking to other parents and asking if their children are playing it. It’s easy for these kind of things to
get exaggerated and you may find that far fewer of your children’s classmates are actually playing it than it
may have initially appeared.
“Well maybe not everyone is! But so-and-so definitely is!”
This can be a real challenge for all parents – you don’t want to be the reason your child is left out, but you
also have a responsibility to keep them safe and make sure they are playing games that are appropriate for
them. Regardless of how many of your child’s classmates are using a new app or game, it’s vital you make your
own judgement about how suitable it is.
There are a few different ways to make this judgement – but research is key. Downloading and using the
game or app yourself is a great idea to experience first-hand what your child may be exposed to. Understandably for some parents, this can seem a little intimidating but it will also mean you’re well placed to support your child if you go on to let them use it too.
Alternatively there are other places you can go for more information:
NetAware – this is a collaboration between O2 and the NSPCC. It is available as both a website and mobile
app. Parents can get information on some of the most popular services with young people, including the types
of content children could be exposed to when using a service and what other parents are saying about it.
Common Sense Media – this organisation provide detailed information on a vast number of games, apps, films,
television programmes and even music. They include a breakdown of the type of content children might be
exposed to, photos from within the gameplay and written reviews from both parents and children.
“So can I get it? Please…”
Once you’ve made your decision it’s time to break the news to your child. Whatever conclusion you’ve come to,
this is a fantastic opportunity to start a conversation more generally about online safety.
If you’ve decided that you are happy for your child to play the game then it’s worth setting some boundaries. You could use this opportunity to set time limits per day or per week. You might want to use the game
as a reward after chores or homework are complete. Perhaps you want your child to turn off the chat function or set up their account so that they can only talk to friends they already know.
If you’ve decided the game isn’t suitable, then it’s important to explain to your child why. It may be useful to
show them what you found in your research to help them understand your concerns. This way they know that
you’re not just saying no to be mean, but because it’s your job as a parent to protect them.
Another good idea is to set a timeframe for reviewing the decision:
“At the moment I think the content on this game would be too scary for you and I’m concerned about the
ability to chat with strangers. If you still want the game in two months’ time, then we’ll sit down again then
and talk about it some more.”
We hope that these hints and tips will help you to keep your child safe!

