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ASSEMBLY THIS WEEK 

Our value this week is Kindness and as it also happens to be World Day for Cultural 
Diversity for Dialogue and Development on May 21, 2023 Mrs Parkin talked to the school 
about how kindness and respect and tolerance are very similar and learning about 
different cultures helps us to be all three of these things. The children were also 
reminded that Respect and Tolerance are British values. 

The assembly enjoyed listening to the music of 'The Faran Ensemble' who are 
proud that their music is a journey through the sounds, landscapes and 
cultures of the East. You can listen for yourselves here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8-x8khe8nw 
Apple Class also treated the assembly to a rendition of 'I Can Sing a Rainbow' 
reminding everybody of the signs for the colours and they also taught the 
children the new signs for brown, white, black, silver and gold! This enabled the 
children to sign all of the colours used in the book 'Golden Domes and Silver 

Lanterns - A Muslim Book of Colours,' as Mrs Parkin read it to them. You can read the book here:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCULnPKxnkA 
The assembly finished by talking about kindness and respect at lunch and break times, the children were 
reminded of different rules to ensure that they are safe and happy while playing outside. They also 
talked about manners while eating and the fact that the dining hall should be treated like a fancy 
restaurant in terms of the manners that children display. Mrs Parkin will be surveying the children about 
lunchtimes very soon to check that children are feeling safe and happy at these times. 

WELL DONE FOR WALKING THE WIGHT! 
 
Congratulations to all of our community who Walked the 
Wight in aid of the Earl Mountbatten Hospice last Sunday.   
We know that we had walkers that completed either the 

flat walk, children’s walk or half the distance as well as determined folk 
that completed the entire 26 mile course from Bembridge Airport to 
Alum Bay.  There were some sore legs and feet in school on Monday but 
also lots of smiles and shiny medals! We are all super proud of those who gave their time and or 
sponsorship for this fantastic local charity including our fab staff team who 
raised over £1100.  What a way to show resilience and make 
a difference!  Absolute Superstars! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8-x8khe8nw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8-x8khe8nw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCULnPKxnkA


KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE—MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS WEEK 
 
The theme for Mental Health Awareness week this year is ‘Anxiety’ and the aim is to 
get people talking in order that they can be helped to manage and get support for 
their mental health. 

Recognising the signs that a child may be struggling with their mental health can be really hard.   In school we 
encourage children from the earliest age to ‘speak out to stay safe’ but when it comes to mental health it may be 
hard for a child to recognise for themselves that they need support. 

Adults in school are trained to support children who present with behaviours that may be associated with their 
mental health and we are able to signpost to specialist support services when necessary. 

The NSPCC have also got excellent advice to help parents support children who may be 
experiencing depression, anxiety, suicidal feelings or self-harm.  Please look at their website 
(https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/ ) should you need 
more support or contact us in school if you are in any way worried about your child.  We will 
always do our best to support. 

During Mental Health Awareness Week it is also important to recognise that being a parent can be tough.   Changes 
to our mental health can sometimes affect children and their well-being. They may pick up on your anxiety or low 
mood. This doesn't mean you should hide or minimise your feelings. You can try to explain them using phrases like, 
"It's ok to get big feelings, everyone gets big feelings but it's still the grown up's job to 
look after the children" or "If grown-up's get big feelings it's not your fault - we can ask 
other grown-ups for help with our feelings." 
 
It's important to give children reassurance and support. Looking after your own 
mental health is vital to your child’s well-being so don't be afraid to try new things 
together or feel worried about doing something for yourself to take care of your own 
well-being.   The NSPCC also have great support if adults need help too.  Their helpline 
counsellors are on hand, whatever your worry if you would rather talk to someone 
unfamiliar rather than someone in school.   You can call them on 0808 800 5000 or 
email help@nspcc.org.uk. 

YEAR 1 FLY HIGH AT SANDOWN AIRPORT 

Last Friday, Year 1 had a fantastic trip to Sandown Airport to support their learning in English and Geography! 
Whilst they were there, they got to enjoy a variety of activities, including a tour of the aviation museum, a 
competition to see who could launch rockets and paper planes the furthest, and the very lucky children even got to 
sit in a real plane and pretend they were flying (which was definitely the favourite part!)  

The class saw so many interesting things, such as parts of old planes that had crashed on the island and even a life
-sized model of a real rocket! They had so much fun at the airport and many returned to school wanting to become 
pilots in the future!  Let’s hope they make it happen! 
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SPORTS NEWS 

NEWCHURCH NINE NEWS! 

Thank you to everyone who brought cakes in today for the Newchurch Nine 
which is this Sunday— 21st May. 

If you have not managed to enter as yet please do not worry as you will be 
enter on the morning of the event.  Whether you fancy entering the 900m, 
4.5km or the full 9km the event is about having fun whilst getting fit!  All runners will 

be entered to the fantastic prize draw and we have already had some awesome prizes donated from a 
host of local businesses who are keen to support our school fundraising efforts.   

We look forward to seeing you on Sunday! 
 
SPORTS DAY PREPARATIONS! 
On Thursday this week, we combined classes for PE and had a mini 
sports day run through. Year 5 were teamed up with Year 1 in the 
morning, and Year 6 were teamed up with Year R in the afternoon. 
This gave the Year 1 and Year R children a chance to practise some of 
the events in preparation for sports day, and gave the older children 
a chance to practise scorekeeping and leading the groups. KS1 
children were split into groups of 4 and each group was assigned a 
team leader from KS2. The team leader's role was to lead their group 
to each activity and keep their scores along the way. There were 8 
stations set up including sprinting races, target throw, football target, 
standing long jump, cricket tee targets, vortex throw, bowling and fun races including sack race, egg and spoon, 
and space hoppers. Each station had station leaders which were 2 or 3 KS2 children who's job was to lead their 
station. They explained the rules and score system to each group and ran their event for the duration of the lesson. 
Each group had a turn on all 8 stations and accumulated points. The KS1 children were excellent athletes and tried 
their best in each event, while the KS2 children were brilliant leaders and kept the event running very smoothly! 
The children were buzzing with excitement from the event which was lovely to see.  

We are looking forward to the real sports day, next half term! 

 
 

KEY ASSESSMENT DATES FOR THE SUMMER TERM 

Here are the key school assessment dates for 2023.  Please make an extra special effort to ensure that your child 
is in school on the dates of their assessment as we are bound by the DfE schedule and they cannot be 
administered at alternative times. 

• Year 1 phonic screen - week commencing Monday 12 June 2023  

• End of Key Stage 1 Assessments (Year 2) - during May 2023 

• Multiplication Check (Year 4) - within the 2-week period from Monday 5 June 2023.  



NEWCHURCH LEARN TO WASTE LESS & SAVE MORE 
 
Year 3 and Eco Club have had a visit from Utilita Energy to look 
at small changes that the children can make at home to make a 
big difference. 
 
They spoke about the 5 ways that households can make simple 

tweaks to the way that energy is used at 
home and explained that these changes 
can help to cut energy costs. 
 
The children were keen to share their 
stories of what happens in their homes 
and went away with a goody bag and a 
pledge to try the Energy High 5! 
 

APPLE CLASS ENJOY BUTTERFLY WORLD 

On Tuesday, Apple Class visited Butterfly World  to consolidate their 
learning about the life cycle of a butterfly. It was a sunny day so they were 
lucky enough to see lots of beautiful butterflies fluttering around. The 
children loved spotting them and then finding them on the identification 
charts.  

Together, they also found lots of caterpillars munching on leaves and lots of eggs hiding 
under leaves. They learned that caterpillars  are very fussy eaters and each species will only 
munch on their favourite plants. All of the class were super inquisitive and very brave in the 
creepy crawly section and held a wide variety of unusual animals including a tarantula, a 
bearded dragon, millipedes, two tortoises  , two snakes  and an African land snail. 
Mrs Starkey shared that they loved exploring the Japanese garden and got to 

bottle feed the very hungry koi carp! 

We had a lovely email from Butterfly World 
today to say the children 
‘were very well behaved 
and were a real credit to 
your school’  

Well done Apple Class! 

YEAR 5 ENJOY THEIR VISIT TO THE FORBIDDEN PLANET! 

Year 5 were invited to Ryde School on Thursday to watch their play 
'Return to the Forbidden Planet'.  

The play was really good, a mix of Shakespeare and Rock and Roll 
music, which kept the class rocking and clapping 
in their seats. This was a great opportunity to 
introduce the class to Shakespeare and watch 
how well the Secondary pupils projected their 
voices, telling an exciting story.  Many were 
inspired and are keen to use the techniques when we perform Mary Poppins 
later in the term. 



PERSONAL PRESENTATION 

It has been lovely to see some better weather this week and the promise that summer is on the 
way!  With this in mind, please can we draw attention to our summer uniform requirements as 
this week we have noticed some rather strange variations in school including super short fashion 
shorts, shirts but no tie and flip flop style shoes, all of which are not appropriate. 

Please remember PE kit should be worn on PE days only. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We do have a ‘new to you’ supply in school with lots of lovely summer items in a variety of sizes.  Please contact 
the school office should you require items such as shorts or summer dresses and Mrs Hoar will be happy to assist.  
We would much rather ‘make a difference’ and enable families to make use of our uniform supplies rather than 
have lots of items sit in our cupboard! 

 MAKE IT HAPPEN—FREE HOT MEALS 
 

The eligibility criteria for free school meals can be found at apply for free school meals. 

We would encourage any parent who has faced a change in personal circumstances, perhaps 
related to the current cost of living crisis, to consider the criteria and apply if they are eligible. 

If the application is approved eligibility can open a gateway to a host of additional financial benefits for your child 
including supporting the purchase of school uniform, funding for school trips, additional in-class support.   

Please also remember that children in EYFS, Y1 and Y2 are routinely eligible for a FREE HOT MEAL (no application 
process necessary) and Sharon our chef makes yummy meals that they will enjoy.  Please contact the school 
office if you require any more information about free meals. 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals


A little insight into the pupils’ learning this week: 

On Monday Apple Class were lucky enough to be visited by Lou, Lawson’s mummy. Lou came to talk to us 
about her job as a community nurse. We really loved seeing her bag of equipment and nursing resources 
and had a go at putting on bandages, taking each other’s blood pressure and listening to each other’s 
heart beat. We also loved sharing our own experience of nurses, doctors and hospitals with Lou. We have 
been busily practicing how to sign The very Hungry Caterpillar story in preparation for our special signing 
assembly next Monday. We are very good at remembering the signs for days of the week and all of the 
fruit the caterpillar ate. In phonics we have been reading words with blends in and are getting much more 

confident at spelling them. In maths we have been learning what double means and have been learning doubling numbers 
up to 10.  
 

Another wonderful week in Babbage class! In our SCARF lesson this week we have been busy thinking 
about all our different emotions and how it is normal to not feel just one emotion a day! The children have 
been working hard creating emotion wheels and it has been wonderful to hear the children share ideas all 
about how they can help themselves feel happy! In Maths we have started to look at money recognising 
coins and applying our knowledge to our mini travel agents, using their knowledge of coins to pay for a 
holiday. In Geography the children have been busy investigating the four countries of the UK and the 
characteristics of each city. As the weather has improved this week it has been lovely to be able to 
complete our phonics reading groups outside, please don't forget to read with your child over the weekend and document 
it in your child's reading record!  

 

Lovelace class have started completing their special government missions this week!  They have shown great 
resilience when answering some really tricky reading questions.  They have also been looking at germination 
and pollination of plants, as well as talking about the jobs that different parts of the plants have.   We have 
been recapping our knowledge on measure and symmetry whilst having a go at some maths fluency 
problems.  We have also enjoyed having a go at making some bird feeders and seed balls in the afternoons, 
so we hope you enjoy these at home! 

 

This week in Thompson Class we have been looking at time in Maths. In English we have been completing 
some work on our book The Promise. In Science we have been carrying out an experiment to see what 
helps make a plant grow best. Some of us are seeing whether sunlight, cold or dark are the best 
conditions. The rest of us are seeing if having less leaves makes a difference to how our plants grow. We 
will be recording these results up until half term. In PSHE we have been looking at debating, putting 
across our own point of view and listening to the point of view of others. 

 
This week, Year 4 have been looking at a new text in English: Fantastically Great Women Who Changed the 
World. This is a lovely book all about key female figures who made some great changes to the world and 
have had a huge impact on life today, including Marie Curie, Mary Seacole and Anne Frank. This week the 
class have had some really meaningful discussions, following this text, about what it means to be great and 
inspirational. In PSHE, the class have been looking at choices that both they and others make. The class 
talked about times when people's choices might be the same, times when they are different, the reasons 
behind this and why choices we make are important. On Friday, the children carried out an investigation 
looking at how the number of batteries in a circuit will affect the brightness of a bulb. They always enjoy a 

science experiment and this week were able to put their prior learning to the test by making a scientific prediction before 
they carried out the test.  
 

Johnson Class have started their new rich text in English, 'The day war came' by Nicola Davies. It is a very 
child friendly story, telling what it is like to flee a war torn country and to be rejected by society. The story 
ends in a positive way, where the children of the town welcome the refugee into their school. The story is 
very emotive and the class may want to discuss their thoughts and feelings about the story. In Maths, we 
continued to look at imperial measures and understood that they are not as accurate, only being an 
approximation of measurement. We found converting inches, pounds and pints extremely tricky, 
especially having to use all our knowledge of multiplying by 10 and multiplication, to find the answers. In 
geography, we have looked at our local area and the types of settlements and  why people want to live in Newchurch.  

 

Year 6 have been learning about the Maya calendar in our humanities lessons. We found out that the Maya 
had a sacred year (tzolkin) and a solar year (haab). We made our own calendar rounds and worked out 
different dates on the Maya calendar. In English, we began a new unit on a film clip based on the 
personification of the game 'Rock, Paper, Scissors.' We looked at the different traits of the three characters 
and the emotions they displayed throughout the clip in preparation for writing our own narratives. We 
started learning about statistics in maths and focused on interpreting and drawing line graphs and discussed 
the types of data we would use these charts to display.  



CONVERSATION STARTERS! 

Want to know what your children have been learning this week?  Here are some conversation 
starters that may help you talk to them about what they have been up to in class! 

 

YEAR R 

Talk to me about … my trip to Butterfly World   
 
Words to use … species, koi carp, bird of paradise, 
bearded dragon, millipede  
 
Top tips … can you learn to double numbers 1, 2, 3, 4 and 
5?  
 
We have been reading … Butterfly fact books  

YEAR 1 

Talk to me about... counting in 2's, 5's and 10's!  
 
Words to use... Group of, altogether, total and equals.  
 
Tip for the week... Can you find a sunny spot outside to 
enjoy your book?  
 
We have been reading... Vegetable Glue by Susan 
Chandler    

YEAR 2 

Talk to me about… Plants, bird feeders and seed balls  
 
Words to use… germination, pollination 
 
Tips for the week… Which different plants can you 
find?  Can you name the different parts? 
 
We have been reading…  A Seed is Sleepy, by Dianna 
Hutts Aston &Sylvia Long  

YEAR 3 

Talk to me about .....  Time 
 
Words to use ...minutes, hours,, seconds, 12 hour clock, 
24 hour clock,  
 
Tips for the week ...  whenever you get the chance, talk 
about what time it is, how long it is until the next 
activity....for example: dinner, bedtime etc  
 
We have been reading ... The Promise by Nicola Davies. 

YEAR 4 

Talk to me about.. adding and subtracting amounts of 
money. 
Words to use... pounds, pence, add, subtract, more, less, 
difference, total.  
Tips for the week... think about the different places you 
visit on the Island this weekend. Are any of them key 
Isle of Wight landmarks? 
We have been reading... "Fantastically Great Women 
who Changed the World" by Kate Pankhurst 

YEAR 5 

Talk to me about..............refugees  
 
Words to use..... war, migrate, loss, freedom, solidarity, 
scared, alone, worthless. 
 
Tips for the week .......remember to practise addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division at home. 
 
 We have been reading ....... The Day the War Came 
by  Nicola Davies 

YEAR 6 

Talk to me about... my aspirations for the future 
 
Words to use... challenges, decisions, goals, 
responsibilities 
 
Tip of the week... visit the Maya Archaeologist website 
and have a go at one of the activities 
 
We are reading... Malamander by Thomas Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 



Lunchtime Menu — Chartwells for week beginning  22nd May 2023 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Choice 1 Cheese & 
Tomato Pizza 
with Wedges 

Butter Chicken 
Curry & Rice  

Roast Pork, 
Roast Potatoes 
& Gravy 

Cottage Pie Fish Fingers & 
Chips 

Choice 2 Vegetable 
Bolognese  

Tomato 
Vegetable 
Burger & 
Wedges 

Cheesy 
Ploughmans 
Picnic Plate 

Macaroni 
Cheese 

Vegetarian 
Dippers & 
Chips 

Dessert Mango Frozen 
Yoghurt 

Berry Flapjack 
& Fruit 

Chocolate 
Brownie & Fruit 

Ice Cream Pineapple 
Upside Cake 

Don’t forget to pre order and pay for your meals on School Money before you arrive at 
school on Monday morning! 

KEY STAGE 2 CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY 

We are super proud of all of our winners ! 

Sticker cards  

Y3—Parker L  Y4—Mollie P  

Y5—Micah & Ruby B   All of Y6!  

Sam B  Evie B  James B  Ivy G  Zak J  

Logan D, Grace A, Naomi T, Louis M, Scarlett B and Ivy G 


