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WE CAN MAKE HEALTHY CHOICES! 

At Newchurch we support children to develop in many diverse aspects of 
life.  We teach children to develop their confidence and resilience and 
through subjects such as PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education) and RSE 
(Relationship and Sex Education) help them to become responsible, respectful, reflect wisely and 
behave with integrity.  We are expected to deliver content related to safeguarding risks (including online 
risks), issues of consent and what constitutes healthy relationships amongst other topics.  Relationship 

education is compulsory for primary school pupils. 

We use a whole school approach to health and wellbeing called SCARF to support our 
teaching and this ensures that resources are age appropriate and quality assured.  The 
materials are continually updated and staff have been trained well to deliver the lesson 
content.  If you are keen to find out more about the scheme or take a look at some of 
the resources, Miss Wetherick our PHSE coordinator would like to extend an invite to 
attend a ‘drop in’ session next Wednesday (17th May) at 1.45pm.   

12th  May 2023        Value of the week: TRUST 

CAN YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE? 

Members of our Governing Body met last night to 
consider the school budget position.  It was 
identified that there are still a lot of monies owed by our 
school community on School Money.  Individually the 
payments owed are often very little but together they 
add up to £2,371 which is a lot of money that would like 
to be spent on the children in school. 

Governors do appreciate that, due to the cost of living, circumstances are challenging at present and 
they are keen to support parents but with school budgets being increasingly squeezed please be aware 
that there is absolutely no capacity to write off these monies without significant impact on other areas 
of expenditure such as money spent on school staff or resources. 

To make a difference to everyone please take the time to check your account this weekend and make 
every effort to pay towards what is owed to the school especially if you still owe for after school clubs.  
These payments really should have been paid before your child attended and enjoyed the club yet we 
still have a staggering £550 owed in this area with some dating back a significant time. 

If you are not in a position to clear your account or have a query please make direct contact with the 
school office,  Mrs Parkin or Miss Howarth to discuss a way forward.  Thank you for your support. 



 KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE—ONLINE 
 
The NSPCC have alerted us this week to a new positivity campaign designed to help parents 
support their children when using the internet.  Please see their information below and follow 
the link to access the resources:  
 

The internet can be a difficult place for your child to 
navigate. It can be hard to know the real from the fake, how 
to avoid seeing negative content, or what to do if a mistake 
is made. 
 
That's why we've launched our positive online habits – six top tips to help your 
child feel good about how they use the internet. 

 
They can help you start a conversation with your family about online wellbeing. So you can all feel 
informed, confident and happy during your time online.  
 
Our brand new Positively online campaign, supported by Jo Malone London, features content supporting 
parents to help their children navigate the online world. It includes six top tips, two videos and a quiz that 
families can take together. 
 
The idea is to get parents talking to their kids about their online wellbeing and what we can all do to feel 
more positive when using the internet.  
 
To find out more please click this link -  Positively online. 

BUDDIES ENJOY SPENDING TIME TOGETHER 
 
On Wednesday, Year 6 helped Apple class ’made it happen’ with their basic map skills. They 
hid the characters from their book this week, ‘What the Ladybird Heard’, in the woods and 
then helped their buddies follow the map to find them. Apple class had to check they found all 
10 of the farmyard animals, including the fine prize cow! Once they’d found all of the animals, 
they went on a hunt for ladybirds … and other minibeasts.  

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

Along with the newsletter this week you have been sent a school meals survey from Chartwells. 

Please take a few moments of your time to complete the survey to ensure that 
school meals remain reflective of parental expectations. 

Your feedback really does help to 
shape the menus and make a 
difference. 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-wellbeing/positively-online/?utm_campaign=April_CSO-newletter&utm_content=Positively%20Online%20campaign&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Adestra


ARE YOU WALKING THE WIGHT 2023? 

Good luck to all of our families that are participating in Walk the Wight this 
weekend.  A team of staff and their families are testing their resilience and 
are making a difference by signing up for the challenge and so look out for 
them if you are walking! 

Every year, people who take part in Mountbatten’s Walk the Wight raise a phenomenal amount of 
money, which enables Mountbatten  to develop their services for Islanders and their families 
when they need us most, wherever they are on the Island.  If you would like to sponsor our staff 
team please email the office for the link and we would be happy to share it with you. 

There is also still time to register should you wish to take part in either the 4, 8, 12.5, 14 or full 26.5 
mile walk and registrations can be made via https://www.mountbatten.org.uk/wtwreg 

We look forward to celebrating the success of the staff team and any pupils that walk in future 
celebration assemblies so do not forget to bring in those medals! 

IT’S  ONLY 9 DAYS TO THE NEWCHURCH NINE! 

There is still time to sign up for the Newchurch Nine taking place on Sunday 21st May. 

Whether you fancy entering the 900m, 4.5km or the full 9km the event is about having fun 
whilst getting fit!  All runners will be entered to the fantastic prize draw and we have had some 
amazing prizes donated from a host of local businesses who are keen to support our school 
fundraising efforts.   

https://newchurchprimaryschool.eventrac.co.uk/e/the-newchurch-nine-2023-9403 

We will be hosting a mufti day on Friday 19th May in exchange for cakes to be sold at the event.  If you are unable 
to attend in the day this is a great way to show your support—thank you in advance. 

SUPER SAILING! 

The first group of year 5s had their penultimate session of sailing this week. The sun was shining and the conditions 
looked much more promising than previous weeks! While the direction of the wind was still not in their favour, they 
were determined to get out onto the water, and so they did! The children ventured out onto the mermaid boats, 
which are around 16ft long and can accommodate around 6 people. Everyone had a go at helming (steering) and 
each group worked as a team to operate the boom and the mast when tacking the boat.  
 
 

 
It was great to finally have some time on the water and to see each group working together to sail the mermaids. 
Next week will be their last week, and we are hopeful the children will get out in the Picos for some more sailing fun!  
 
CRICKETERS DEMONSTRATE CONFIDENCE! 
 
On Thursday afternoon, Newchurch hosted The Bay for an U11 Cricket Match.  This was the first time the team had 
played this year and Mr Dyer was super impressed particularly with the resilience and confidence  shown in the 
overarm bowling.  It was a really tight game with some amazing overs being bowled but unfortunately at the close 
of play, Newchurch lost by just 3 runs 
 
Squad: Jonty D, Edward M, George P, Cohen G, George S, Kieran A, Jaxson N, Sam D 

https://www.mountbatten.org.uk/wtwreg
https://newchurchprimaryschool.eventrac.co.uk/e/the-newchurch-nine-2023-9403


KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE 
 
Sadly, we have been made aware of reports of vomiting and diarrhoea impacting 
children within our school community with some cases linked to an infection called 
Cryptosporidiosis.   
 
The symptoms of Cryptosporidiosis are typically watery diarrhoea and stomach pains.  Unfortunately we have 
been advised that there are no specific treatments for the illness which is usually self-limiting. 
 
It seems timely to remind our community that with any episodes of sickness and or diarrhoea we ask that families 
do not send children back to school until 24  hours after the symptoms have stopped/ 48 hours if both symptoms 

are present.   
 
In the specific case of Cryptosporidiosis we have also been asked to alert parents to the fact 
that  those individuals with symptoms should not go to a swimming pool until 14 days after the 
last diarrhoeal episode. 
 
To keep ourselves safe please continue to keep healthy habits relating to washing your hands 
frequently to prevent any germs spreading and use the catch it, kill it, bin it strategy for coughs 
and sneezes.  

CAN YOU ‘BEE’ A HERO? 

In recognition of World Bee Day on the 20th May our school 
meals providers Chartwells have launched a competition to 
inspire action to halt the decline of bumblebees.  

Pollinators like bumblebees are essential in the production of 
much of our food.  Without them we would have 30% less of 
the food we eat today. 

Chartwells are asking for our children to ‘make a difference’ and ‘get involved’ by designing a 
‘How can we Bee Helpful?’ poster, sharing their ideas on how we can help bumblebees. 

The competition is open to all and our fabulous catering team will choose the winners who will 
receive a special badge and a T Shirt.  Look out for the special poster sheets to enter that will be 
coming to school next week with winners picked on the 19th May. 

Chartwells will also be offering a bee themed menu to continue to raise awareness of the importance of bees. 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW FAMILIES 

On Wednesday Mrs Starkey and Miss Howarth hosted a  welcome meeting for the parents of the children that will 
be starting at Newchurch Primary School in September 2023. 

It was lovely to meet the families, tell them a little bit about school life and give them a 
chance to view the Reception classroom.  

Due to the low birth rate this year we do still have 3 spaces in our reception class and 
so if you know of any families that may not be happy with the choice of school that 
has been offered to them please do ask them to get in touch and come and see us at 
Newchurch. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FEEDBACK 

Thank you to all parents that joined us for our coronation celebrations last Friday.  We 
have had some lovely feedback about how our friends and family enjoyed the event with 
many suggesting it was a perfect start to the long weekend! 



A little insight into the pupils’ learning this week: 

Apple class cannot believe how big our Charles, Camila, Connie, Colin and Cal the caterpillars are! They seem to 
grow a little bit each day and they love wiggling around their habitat. We have been reading What the ladybird 
heard this week and have been drawing our own maps of the journey Lanky Len and Hefty Hugh took around 
the farmyard to steal the fine prize cow. We've impressed Mrs Starkey with some super sentence writing and 
are really starting to think about leaving finger spaces between words and a full stop at the end.  In phonics we 

have been writing words with initial and final blends in and have been listening really carefully to hear each sound.    
 
What a busy week in Babbage class! This week in Science we have been identifying, drawing and labelling 
the basic parts of the human body. The children have been brilliant scientists following clues to work out 
what body part is being hidden in the body parts trivia using their learning and logic, great job! In English we 
have been working hard on our sentence structure sequencing the order of Emma Janes’ Aeroplane story 
using our story maps. To support our learning on Friday all the children visited Sandown Airport to see for 
themselves how big aeroplanes are and to ask a variety of questions to support our Geography topic all 
about the UK! To end the week the children performed our class sign and sing song 'sing' to the whole school in assembly, 
please make sure you have a look on SEESAW to watch their performance!  
 
Lovelace class has been working extremely hard this week.  We have continued to look at 2D and 3D shape.  The children 

have been super shape detectives, ensuring that they use their knowledge of the properties of shape to 
identify which shape was hidden.  They have also been finding lines of symmetry in 2D shapes and seeing if 
there are any patterns or rules that apply.  In Literacy we have continued to look at the story of the Night 
Gardener and have concentrated on writing sentences with a subordinating opener and adjectives to 
describe.  In PSHE we have looked at vaccinations, how they work and why we have them.  On Thursday we 
concentrated on our Science topic of plants by visiting 'Naturezones' in Blackwater.  We were very lucky with 
the weather and had an amazing day with our guides that taught us all about meadowland and woodland.   
 

This week Thompson Class have been working on money in Maths, we have been looking at the different 
coins and notes as well as solving problems to do with money. In English we have started to look at the book 
The Promise. We have also completed a comprehension task called the Wild Isles, looking at British seals. In 
PSHE we have been looking at how all our internal organs in our body work.  
 
This week, Year 4 have written some fantastic descriptive narratives based on their key text "Leon and the 

Place between". The class have used speech along with descriptive language to really bring 
their stories to life. As part of their PSHE learning, the class have been looking at what makes 
them "shine" and why they are important. They designed their own theme park which had something for 
everyone to promote equality and being fair to each other. We have also designed our torches this week as 
part of our DT learning. The class decided which switch they will use and how they want their torches to look.  
 
Johnson Class have been planning and writing their own narratives this week. All the work on expanded noun 
phrases, colons and semi-colons and dialogue, will all be used to produce well written stories. 

Using the rich text 'A Night at the Frost Fair' as inspiration, the class will attempt to write a time-slip story, 
going back in time, to complete a task, using an artefact from this era. The most important part will be the 
editing of their stories, adding details and making sure the story is coherent. I can not wait to read them. 
In maths, we have started looking at measures. We carried out a series of practical tasks to look at 
conversions from centimetres to metres and then millimetres, to kilograms to grams and millilitres to litres. 
In Art, we looked at the graffiti artist, Banksy. We looked at his art and the political messages he conveyed 
in his art.  
 

Year 6 have been taking their KS2 statutory tests this week. They sat six tests in total in English and maths 
and have really shown their resilience. The children came into school at 8am to enjoy a yummy breakfast 
before they sat their tests and enjoyed bacon and sausage baps, waffles, pancakes and pastries - all kindly 
funded by FONS. After the last test on Friday, we enjoyed a Harry Potter themed day of fun! On Wednesday 
afternoon, we joined our buddies in reception on a walk in the woods. We hid some of the characters from 
the book they are reading, 'What the ladybird heard' and marked on a map where they were hidden. We 
then supported our buddies in reading the map to find the characters. We also spotted some bugs along the 
way! 



CONVERSATION STARTERS! 

Want to know what your children have been learning this week?  Here are some conversation 
starters that may help you talk to them about what they have been up to in class! 

YEAR R 

Talk to me about ... Ladybirds 
 
Words to use ... wings, spots, poisonous, double, 
symmetrical  
 
Top tips ... keep practising your tricky words - don't let 
them trick you! 
 
We have been reading ... What the ladybird heard by 
Julia Donaldson 

YEAR 1 

Talk to me about...Seasonal changes! 
  
Words to use.... Spring, Summer, plants, animals, 
sunlight and what to wear. 
  
Tips for the week...Can you find any pairs?  
  
We have been reading... A little spot of kindness by 
Diane Alber  

YEAR 2 

Talk to me about…  Naturezones  
 
Words to use… meadow, woodland, tree, trunk, 
branches, wildflowers, worms 
 
Tips for the week… Can you think about different ways 
to encourage wildlife to your garden? 
 
We have been reading…. It Starts With a Seed, By 
Laura Knowles  

YEAR 3 

Talk to me about .....  How my  body works 
 
Words to use ...heart, blood, lungs, stomach, small and 
large intestines, liver, brain. 
 
Tips for the week ...  talk about all the things our body 
does naturally, like breathing, pumping blood to our 
organs etc. How can we make sure that these things 
work to the best of their ability. How does food, water 
and air get into the body and blood.  
 
We have been reading ... The Promise by Nicola Davies. 

YEAR 4 

Talk to me about... Rounding decimals to the nearest 
whole number 
 
Words to use... Rounding, up, down, closest, number 
line, whole number, ones, tenths.  
 
Tips for the week... Can you practise these spellings: 
circle, centre, calendar, breath and breathe? 
 
We have been reading... "How to help a hedgehog and 
protect a polar bear" by Jess French 

YEAR 5 

Talk to me about.....Measures 
 
Words to use..... metres, centimetres, millimetres, 
kilograms, grams, litres, millimetres. 
 
Tips for the week .....Look out for all the types of 
measures in your homes.  
 
 We have been reading ....... Night at the Frost Fair 
Emma Carroll 

YEAR 6 

Talk to me about... Vaping 
 
Words to use... nicotine, health, addiction,  
 
Tip of the week... take some time to relax after your 
SATs! 
 
We are reading... Malamander by Thomas Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 



Lunchtime Menu — Chartwells for week beginning 15th May 2023 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Choice 1 Cheese & 
Tomato Pizza 
with Wedges 

Chinese 
Chicken & 
Vegetable Rice 

Roast Gammon, 
Roast Potatoes 
& Gravy 

Beef Lasagne, 
Garlic & Herb 
Bread 

Fish Fingers & 
Chips 

Choice 2 Vegetable 
Pastry Roll & 
Wedges 

Macaroni 
Cheese 

Sweet Potato & 
Chickpea Roast, 
Roast Potatoes 
& Gravy 

Vegetable 
Lasagne, Garlic 
& Herb  Bread 

Vegetarian 
Dippers & 
Chips 

Desert Oat Chocolate 
Cookie & Fruit 

Orange Jelly Chocolate and 
Banana Marble 
Cake 

Banana and 
Apple Flapjack 
with Fruit 

Strawberry Ice 
Cream 

Don’t forget to pre order and pay for your meals on School Money before 
you arrive at school on Monday morning! 

 

YEAR 2 ‘MAKE IT HAPPEN’ AT NATUREZONES 

Lovelace class had a super day at Naturezones in Blackwater yesterday and were set 
some special nature challenges to complete.   
 
Supported by their guides for the day, Angela, Emma and Holly, who were all 
extremely knowledgeable about wildlife and different ways we can try to encourage 
more species to our local environment, the children were shown some of the animals and 
plants they needed to keep a look out for throughout the day.   
 
Their first activity was a worm hunt!  In groups they made a small circle and patted their 
feet on the ground to encourage the worms to the surface, just like a seagull might do to 

find its dinner.  The children then all compared how many worms they had collected in each location, to try and 
find out which condition a worm likes the best!  In one location the children managed to find  a whopping 29 
worms!  They decided that worms like fairly soft ground that is damp but not water logged.  Being super scientists 
they also measured the Ph of the soil and found that the worms preferred an alkaline soil to an acidic one. 
 
The next activity was finding a wildflower and looking at different features such as, the height, the colour, whether 
it was furry and how big the petals were.   The children then used these clues to identify the plant that they had 
chosen.  They had to remember to be careful with the plant and spoke about why it was important not to pick 
wildflowers.  
 
Once Year 2 got to the end of the meadow they had a hot chocolate in the woods, 
before going on a woodland hunt.  They had to measure the circumference of  a tree 
and identify this through its leaves.  They also had to find a log or tree stump and count 
the rings to try and determine how old that tree was.  The children also looked at things 
such as the canopy of the woods, nuts and seeds and roots along the way.  They were 
also shown some tadpoles from the ponds around Naturezone.   
 
To finish the very busy day they made a 'day diary' of the things that they had learnt 
and their favourite bits of the day.  They all had a super time and are looking  forward to 
adding to  their diaries at school with other things they know or with things they can 
find around the school grounds.   
 


