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READING SURVEY—THANK YOU FOR YOUR FEEDBACK! 

We had an amazing  128 responses to our reading survey sent to you at the 
end of last half term. We are keen to share the headlines of the information 
you kindly shared with us which we will use to inform our future provision. 

97.7% of those who responded agreed that it was 
important to hear their child read at home. 

 

 

93.8% agree that they have a variety of reading materials in the home 

 

 

56.36% of you regularly visit the local library 

 

Only 39.8% of families ‘always’ read their child a bedtime story with  
50.8% ‘sometimes’ sharing a story at bedtime. 

 

39.1% of families ‘always’ record when they hear their child read, 
39.8% do this ‘sometimes’ and 21.1% ‘never’ record when they hear 
their child read. 

 

In addition, most  hear their children read between 3-4 times a week but families also commented that 
they feel less confident in supporting specific reading skills with 37% sharing that they do not feel 

completely confident with decoding and a further 30% with each aspect of 
blending , questioning and fluency.  We are looking into ways we can further support 
parents with these aspects as well as making recording reading more manageable. 

A whole host of authors named were shared as writers that children enjoy and we 
will use these to update both class and the whole school library areas. 

Thank you for helping to make a difference! 

28th April 2023        Value of the week: HONESTY 



 ASSEMBLY THIS WEEK 

This week, our value in school has been Courage and to mark 'Deaf Awareness Week' Mrs 
Parkin introduced the children to music from Evelyn Glennie, the world-renowned 
percussionist who lost her hearing at the age of 12 but didn't let this stop her from enjoying, 
and becoming awesome at, music! Apple Class then taught the children some new signs and 
told us about their charity signing challenge to raise money for their chosen charity - one 
close to their hearts. 
 
The second half of the assembly, reflected on World Earth Day and the children were shown a video of King 
Charles III telling us about his Terra Carta (a mandate written to support businesses to take ambitious and 
practical action to accelerate their progress towards a sustainable future). This included extracts from the 
beautiful book 'It's Up to Us' written by Christopher Lloyd which we have recently purchased for the school library. 
Mrs Parkin explained that the Terra Carta is like our school vision in that this sets out ambitious and practical plans 
for us as a school to work towards the children's future.  
 

At the end of the video, King Charles set the children a Terra Carta Challenge - can they 
create a picture through any medium that depicts their ideas for the planet of the future. He 
asked them directly - what would you like to see? This challenge was given to our children as 
a ‘mission possible’ to complete at school or at home and you can watch the video 
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSdKiF9VWCs 
At the end of the assembly, all of the school enjoyed singing 'This Pretty Planet' by Tom 
Chapin in a round which fitted in perfectly with what had been shared. 

YEAR 6 GIRLS MADE IT HAPPEN! 

Last week, four of our fabulous Y6 children: Maisy, Loella, Chloe and Jess organised a table top sale, cake sale and 
cake competition in order to raise money for some books they wanted for our library that had diverse characters 
as the heroes of the stories other than white, able bodied males. The girls had hoped that they might raise £160 
from the sale. In fact, they raised a whopping £220!!! The books have been ordered and we look forward to 
introducing them to our libraries. 

In addition to the sale, the girls organised a cake competition with a literary theme ‘just for fun’! Here are some of 
the entries: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anybody with a sibling baker was not involved in the judging 
which was a difficult task as the entries were so good (including 
two staff entries!) but finally, they came to a decision and 
awarded Woody with a £10 book voucher as first prize for his 
fantastic ‘Frog on a Log’.  We think you will agree it was a very 
worthy winner! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSdKiF9VWCs


SUPER SHOWJUMPERS! 

Last week Grace and Ruby ventured to the school’s show jumping competition 
to represent Newchurch Primary School.  They had to jump a course of 8 
jumps, which they both did perfectly, finishing with clear rounds.  The course 
then changed and they had to jump a second round which was timed.  The 
team with the quickest time and least faults would win.  With the added 

element of being timed, the pressure was on, but neither Grace nor Ruby let this stop them.  They both flew round 
the course with confidence, gaining two more clear rounds for the team!   

The results were in and Team Newchurch finished in 2nd place with Ruby finishing in 1st place 
overall with a super speedy jump off time of just 46 seconds! 
Ruby and Grace rode brilliantly and were great representatives for the school.  We are super 
proud of you girls! 
 

CRACKING CRICKET! 
 
We have kicked off the summer term with our first cricket club! We are 
very fortunate to be able to use such excellent facilities at Arreton Cricket 
Club. This week we focused on batting skills and how the game rotation 
works in school competitions. The more experienced children were 
excellent at helping coach and guide those with less experience in cricket. 

 
ORIENTEERING FESTIVAL   
 
Yesterday, 12 children from Y5 and Y6 took part in an orienteering 
competition with seven other schools at St Martin's Wood . The competitor 
pairs - Lily and Betsy, Poppie and Ava, George and Seb, Jonty and Micah, 
Imogen and Imogen and James and Alfie - had to read a map and travel 

round the woods and stamp their orienteering 
cards to prove that they had hit each of their 
markers, known as 'controls'. Each pair had to complete the course three 
times following three separate maps. The course and the map reading 
was challenging but all of the children were successful. The weather was 
pretty awful but despite this, the children had a lot of fun and were still 
smiling throughout. We will find out which school won in due course. 
Regardless of the outcome, the children made us super proud and 
showed great resilience! Well done to all of the competitors. 

APPLE CLASS—WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
 
On Monday, Apple Class led the whole school assembly and showed us how to sign good 
morning, good afternoon, good night, please and thank you.  They also showed us how to sign 
the colours of the rainbow and lots of minibeasts.   
 
The children then followed along as they sang and signed 'I can sing a rainbow' and 'Butterfly, 
ladybird, bumblebee'.  Apple Class have challenged each class to choose a song, poem or story 
to sign along to. We will celebrate our signing achievements with a sponsored sign during the last week of this half 
term and Apple class would be very grateful for sponsorship donations towards their chosen charity The Isle of 
Wight Deaf Children’s Association.   

We will endeavour to record each class performance and share it with our 
families via Seesaw. Apple Class will also be hosting a cake sale to raise some 
extra pennies for their charity.     
 
Everyone was super impressed with Apple Class and were all very keen to take 
up their signing challenge!  



KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE—TO WATCH OR NOT? 
 
We recognise that young people today face massive pressures, one of which is to 
watch films and recordings that are targeted at older age groups. The extensive use 
of mobile phones has given primary age children easily access to content that is 

potentially both highly dangerous and 
damaging.  Research shows the impact of viewing disturbing content 
can effect young people for life and can distort their perception of 
normality; they can become desensitised to pain and suffering; they 
may also find it incredibly difficult to form healthy relationships in the 
future. 
 
It is impossible for adults to monitor this usage all of the time and  so 
it is imperative that the young people themselves 
learn of the dangers that come from watching, 
where to seek advice and how to simply say ‘No.’  
 
We cover such content in our PHSE lessons in school 
but would encourage parents to be mindful of the 
access that they give their children at home and ask 
the question should my children watch this or not? 

INDUSTRIAL ACTION THIS TERM 

This week our school has been impacted by strike action taken by members of the NEU 
taken in response to issues linked with teachers pay, recruitment and retention.   It is 
unfortunate that the situation has not yet been resolved and we hope that our 
communities appreciate that our staff continually do their best for pupils, but the 
system in which teachers work is getting more and more challenging.  The key issue remains that 
despite government protests to the contrary, the current offer is not fully funded meaning that 
additional monies will be taken from existing school budgets to pay for the proposed increase.  This 
means more and more money being taken away from the children in our schools. 

Please be reminded that the next date for proposed action is Tuesday 2nd May and the school will be 
open only to children in Years 3, 5 & 6 on this day.   

There are no further confirmed dates for planned action but we will of course alert our community as 
soon as any changes are known. 

You are cordially invited to Newchurch Primary School’s Coronation Party! 

When: Friday 5th May at 12pm / Where: The school field (weather permitting) 

We are looking forward to seeing you on the 5th May to celebrate the coronation of King Charles III.  Thank you to all those 
who have booked to enjoy a school meal.  Please note that the date for orders has now passed.  Do not worry if you forgot to 
order you can still bring your own lunch to have on the field with us.   We will advise on the morning if we need to adopt an 
alternative plan due to the weather—keep your fingers crossed for some lovely sunshine! 

The afternoon should be lots of fun, with each class performing a royal/King themed song and will feature a 
crown competition which each of the children will be entering.  

We look forward to seeing you there! 



A little insight into the pupils’ learning this week: 

Apple class has really impressed us this week! They led the whole school signing assembly on Monday and were so 
confident and brave to show the older pupils how to sign the colours of the rainbow and lots of 
common minibeasts.  In class this week we have been learning some butterfly and caterpillar facts and are becoming 
experts. We are working together to make our own butterfly fact book.  In maths, Apple class has been learning that 
the teen numbers are made up of 10 and a bit and we have been making them on 10's frames and with the Numicon.. 
We have had another lesson on the Boomwhackers and are getting really good at reading the coloured notes to 

follow the beat and even had a go at playing a simple song.  We're going to keep on practising but will record our performance 
once we've perfected it! 
 
What a brilliant week in year one! This week all the children have completed some incredible writing based around 
our English book Emma Janes Aeroplane. The class were given the mission to write all about a place they would 
like to go to, what they might see there and what they would pack, all the children completed the mission and 
packed sensible clothes for the weather! In Science we have been looking at different animals and grouping them 
by their diet, habitat and animal group all the children have worked hard and applied their learning to group the 
animals successfully. In Maths we have been learning all about counting in 2,5, and 10's and have been working 
out problems looking at simple multiplication. In Geography the class have been busy learning all about the 
countries of the UK and it has been wonderful to hear the children talk about all the different places they have visited! Next week 
the children are going to learn all about the history of planes and the first aeroplane flight, to help the children with this please 
would you be able to bring in any plastic and carboard recycling for our aeroplane making challenge!  

 
Lovelace class have been showing just how mature and hardworking they are this week!  They have been showing 
a super understanding of different texts and enjoyed discussing how they knew the answer.  In Literacy we have 
also started looking at our new story, 'The Night Gardener'.  The children have really enjoyed this story and have 
been brilliant at thinking about why the people of Grimloch Lane were sad at the beginning and then became 
happier.  In Maths we have been looking at height and length, whilst also recapping the four number operations.  In 
Art we have started to look at the work of Henri Rousseau.  In PSHE we have been talking about decisions that we 
make and decisions that our grown ups make for us, and discussing why this happens.   
 

This week Thompson Class have been working on descriptions in English, we have been reading our book The Tin 
Forest so we have been to the woods to inspire our writing. We are also looking at the rainforest in geography 
and it was good comparing it to the woods in Newchurch. As part of our PSHE, looking after our environment we 
did a litter pick whilst we were in the woods, we filled a black sack with rubbish!  In Maths we are continuing our 
work on fractions. In Science we have assessed our learning of our topic Solids, Liquids and Gases. In PSHE we 
have been looking at hygiene and why it is important.  

 
This week Year 4 have been continuing their learning on decimals by introducing hundredths; they have been 
making numbers with tenths and hundredths, as well as finding fraction and decimal equivalents. In English, the 
class created their own advert for a circus using a range of vocabulary and language they have picked up from our 
key text (Leon and the Place Between). As part of their Science and DT learning, the class looked at electrical items 
and classified them depending on whether they are battery or mains powered. The class have also been working 
on the suffix "sion" and how root words ending in 'd' or 'de' change when you add this (e.g. explode -> explosion).  
 

Johnson Class have been looking at subtracting decimals, under 1, with different decimal places and 3 
decimal places. The class were so confident transferring their skills in subtraction, to calculating problems with 
decimals. I believed that this was made easier when we related it to money and talked about shopping! In English, 
we have been writing descriptions of  the 'Frost Fair', using our five senses. We concentrated on creating 
different sentence structures, incorporating some great vocabulary and using more adventurous vocabulary. The 
group that went sailing enjoyed their first experience on the water and came back very excited to tell me all about 
it! The rest of the class worked on their maths skills, getting ready for long division and produced some amazing 
writing about a crime scene. In Geography, we looked at about the geological reasons for placing London in the 
UK and related this to the Isle of Wight. A great week! 
 
Year 6 became computer programmers this week and designed and produced their own games. The design brief was to create a 

'catching game' that included a score and at least three objects, all falling at different speeds. First the children 
designed the sprites and then they wrote the algorithms before converting this to code. They then evaluated their 
work and explained what they could do to improve the game further. We have been focusing on arithmetic in 
maths and looking at a variety of SATs style questions and making sure that we know the most efficient method 
to use to answer them. The children also became the teacher during our SPaG lesson and marked a completed 
SPaG paper with errors. The children were able to identify the errors made and correct them. In science, we 
designed and completed an investigation based on circuits. The children were challenged to work scientifically 
and think about the variable which would need to change and how they could ensure it was a fair test. They 
made predictions and then tested out their hypothesis. 



CONVERSATION STARTERS! 

Want to know what your children have been learning this week?  Here are some conversation 
starters that may help you talk to them about what they have been up to in class! 

YEAR R 

Talk to me about ... Butterflies   
 
Words to use ... egg, caterpillar, cocoon, butterfly, life 
cycle, wings, antenna, nectar   
 
Top tips ... check your emails for details of our trip to 
Butterfly World 
 
We have been reading ... Caterpillar to Butterfly life 
cycles  
 

YEAR 1 

Talk to me about...The capital cities in the UK!  
  
Words to use.... Busy, cars, population and city. 
  
Tips for the week...Can you read any road signs when 
you're out this weekend, where are you on the Isle of 
Wight? 

  
We have been reading... Emma Janes aeroplane by 
Katie Haworth  

YEAR 2 

Talk to me about…  decisions 
 
Words to use… responsible, healthy, thoughtful 
 
Tips for the week…  can you make healthy decisions 
this week? 
 
We are reading…  The Night Gardener, by the Fan 
Brothers  

YEAR 3 

Talk to me about ... the Rainforest 
 
Words to use ...temperate, tropical, biodiversity, dense, 
humid, vegetation, layers 
 
Tips for the week ...  if you get the chance to walk in a 
woods near you talk about the language you could use 
to describe what you are seeing. 
  
We have been reading ... The Tin Forest by Helen Ward  

YEAR 4 

Talk to me about.. editing 
 
Words to use... clockwise, anti-clockwise, edit, paint, 
crop, rotate, colour, black & white, sepia, effect 
 
Tips of the week.. if you're in a shop over the weekend, 
can you recognise how many tenths or hundredths of 
a pound are in each item? (e.g. £2.50 = 5 tenths of a 
pound) 
 
We have been reading.. "Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher's Stone" by JK Rowling 

YEAR 5 

Talk to me about..............Frost fairs 
 
Words to use..... What were they? Why did they 
happen? When did they happen? How many 
happened? 
 
Tips for the week .....Try and find how authors use semi 
colons and colons in their fictional writing and stories, 
for next week's narrative.  
 
 We have been reading ....... Night at the Frost Fair 
Emma Carroll 

YEAR 6 

Talk to me about… science investigations 
 
Words to use… variables, prediction, method, diagram, 
conclusion 
 
Tip of the week…remember to practise your spellings at 
home 
 
We are reading… Malamander by Thomas Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 



Lunchtime Menu — Chartwells for week beginning 1st May 2023 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Choice 1  Butter Chicken 
Curry & Rice 

Roast Pork, 
Roast Potatoes 
& Gravy 

Cottage Pie Fish & Chips  

Coronation 
picnic  

Choice 2  Tomato 
Vegetable 
Burger & 
Wedges 

Cheesy 
Ploughman’s 
Picnic Plate 

Macaroni 
Cheese 

 

Desert  Berry Flapjack 
& Fruit Slices 

Chocolate 
Brownie & Fruit 

Ice Cream Cupcake  

Don’t forget to pre order and pay for your meals on School Money before 
you arrive at school on Monday morning! 

KEY STAGE 1 CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY 
Headteacher Awards 

Yr R— Oscar M 

 

Sticker cards  

We are super proud of all of our winners ! 

 Headteacher Awards 

 

Yr 1— Amelie C 

Headteacher Awards 

 

Yr 2 - Ophelia D 

Penelope B—Y5 Eva J— Y4 Rory B—Y6 Annie M—Y3 Jaxon P—Y3 

Kai G and Caleb W  


