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21st April 2023       Value of the week: COURAGE 

ASSEMBLY THIS WEEK 

In Monday's assembly, Mrs Parkin linked our value of courage to climate change to 
raise  awareness of Earth Day tomorrow 
 
The assembly began with the children listening to 'For the Beauty of the Earth' by John 

Rutter before the children thought about the word courage and what it meant to them.  Some of the  
children could even make the links with our curriculum principles which acted as a great reminder as we 
start a new term. 
 
Mrs Parkin then showed the children a Newsround clip introducing Greta 
Thunberg and how she shows courage in her quest for the world to take climate 
change more seriously before reading the story 'Somebody Swallowed Stanley' 
by Sarah Roberts. It's the story of a plastic bag called Stanley who is mistaken for 
a jellyfish and is swallowed when he finds himself in the ocean. You can read the 
story here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sF1-ZTRydlM  

 
The end of the assembly encouraged the children to reflect about the fact that 
courage can be seen everywhere and not just in big actions like Greta's. The children 
were encouraged to think about how they can make it happen and were asked  'How 
will you be courageous today, this week, for the term, for this year?’   
 
We will be looking out for their acts of courage! 

THANK YOU FONS—YOU MADE IT HAPPEN! 

We want to say a massive thank you to FONS for their fundraising efforts to date this year.  
• FONS Valentines Disco raised nearly £400. 
• FONS 2023 Challenge raised £794.47 and Y2 won a class party for sending in the most envelopes 

for this. 
• FONS bought every child an Easter Egg and the children had a lovely Easter Egg Hunt in class on 

the last day of term courtesy of FONS. 
• FONS have supported with the cost of specific trips and visits for families in need. 
• FONS paid for books for the reading scheme that we needed this term. 
• FONS contributed £6 for each of the Y6 children to purchase a hoodie to 

commemorate their time in the federation and are also about to pay for Y6’s SATS 
breakfasts. 

Many more fundraising events are planned for the summer including a cake stall at the 
Newchurch 9 event in 3 weeks time.  Thank you for making it happen! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sF1-ZTRydlM


KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE ONLINE 
 
Just before the Easter break Ofcom’s annual study into children’s relationship with 
media and the online world was published.  This took into account the views of 
around 7,000 children and parents and the results are quite startling. 
 
Almost all children aged 3 to 17 (96%) watch videos on video-sharing sites and apps. More than half of all 
youngsters view live-streamed video content (58%), which increases to 80% among 16-17-year-olds. 

YouTube remains the most popular site or app, used by nearly nine in ten 3–17-year-olds (88%), although short-
form video apps TikTok (50% to 53%) and Snapchat (42% to 46%) also saw significant increases in use over the last 
year.  

The graph below shows the volume of use in relation to children’s age  and although You Tube, TikTok and Snap 
Chat all have age restrictions it is clear that children a lot younger than permitted are accessing and interacting 
with the apps.  If your child has a tablet, phone, laptop or other device with internet connectivity please take a 

healthy interest in what they may be accessing 
online. 

The study also highlighted that children are much 
less likely to post their own videos (32%) than to 
watch them (96%). Correspondingly, said they are 
seeing less content created by their friends, and 
even when they do see it, are interacting with it less.  
Therefore this poses the question as to what are 
they watching and is it 
always appropriate? 

As parents please make sure 
that you are aware of what 
you child is looking at online. 

THANK YOU TO THE BUILDERS 

The school has been a hive of activity over the Easter break with much of the remaining 
outstanding building works now being complete.  We are just awaiting the final sign off before 
we can use our lovely new community kitchen and hope to be able to show this off to you all 
very soon. 

ATTENDANCE UPDATE 

         Well done Team Newchurch 88.15% of pupils achieved       
100%  attendance for this first week back 

—what a fantastic start to the new term! 

 

INSET DAY REMINDER 

When thinking about May half term arrangements please be reminded that the school will 
be closed to pupils on the following dates: 

5th June 2023 / 6th June 2023 



SPORTS NEWS 

NEWCHURCH NINE NEWS! 

Miss Bartlett is getting super excited about the Newchurch Nine which is 
planned for Sunday 21st May. 

Whether you fancy entering the 900m, 4.5km or the full 9km the event is about having 
fun whilst getting fit!  All runners will be entered to the fantastic prize draw and we have 
already had some awesome prizes donated from a host of local businesses who are keen 
to support our school fundraising efforts.   

Thank you to everyone who has 
donated or signed up to run so far—we have a good volume 
of runners entered already but we would like lots more!  
Please remember that every penny of the entry fee goes 
towards school resources. 

Make it happen and sign up today by clicking the link! 

https://newchurchprimaryschool.eventrac.co.uk/
e/the-newchurch-nine-2023-9403 

We also need some volunteers to help the event run smoothly so you can still be involved if running isn’t for you.  
Please leave a message for Miss Bartlett at the school office if you can help! 

SUPER SAILORS! 

It was an exciting day on Wednesday as the first group of Year 5 pupils started their sailing sessions at Seaview 
Yacht Club. The children had an introductory session, learning all about the parts of the boat and health and safety 

information before going out to sea. The children gained excellent knowledge and were all able 
to rig up the boat and demonstrate how they would steer when out to sea. They will be putting 
this knowledge to the test next week on the water! 

KEY ASSESSMENT DATES FOR THE SUMMER TERM 

Here are the key school assessment dates for 2023.  Please make an extra special effort to ensure that your child 
is in school on the dates of their assessment as we are bound by the DfE schedule and they cannot be 
administered at alternative times. 

• Year 1 phonic screen - week commencing Monday 12 June 2023  

• End of Key Stage 1 Assessments (Year 2) - during May 2023 

• Multiplication Check (Year 4) - within the 2-week period from Monday 5 June 2023.  

• End of Key Stage 2 Assessments (Year 6) - from Tuesday 9 May to Friday 12 May 2023.  

https://newchurchprimaryschool.eventrac.co.uk/e/the-newchurch-nine-2023-9403
https://newchurchprimaryschool.eventrac.co.uk/e/the-newchurch-nine-2023-9403


YEARS 2 & 5 FIRE SAFETY WORKSHOP 

Year 2 and Year 5 were very lucky to have a visit from the Fire Safety Team on 
Wednesday.  They taught us all about how to stay safe within the home and what to do 
if there was a fire.   
 
They reminded the children about the dangers of playing with matches and lighters and 
we have found this rhyme to help them remember… 
 

“matches, lighters, never touch, they can hurt you very much” 

 
In Year 2 Casper even had a race with Miss Sturrock to see who could get 
dressed as a firefighter!  We think they both look fab! 

CORONATION CELEBRATIONS 

The coronation of Charles III and his wife, Camilla, as king and queen of the United Kingdom 
and the other Commonwealth realms is scheduled to take place on Saturday, 6 May 2023, at 

Westminster Abbey.    We will be marking this historic occasion in school on Friday 5th May and 
would like to invite a maximum of 2 family members to join their child/children for a traditional 
fish and chip lunch as part of our celebrations.  The cost of the adult lunch is £3.30. 

In order for our fabulous chef Sharon to cater appropriately please indicate on the form that will 
be sent Monday whether you would like to attend—there may also be some monarchy themed 
entertainment for you to enjoy on the day! 

The dress code for all of our community on this date is strictly red, white and blue! 



WELCOME TO OUR NEW FAMILIES 

Monday was Primary Schools National Offer Day and all families seeking a school place 
for September were notified if they had been awarded a place at Newchurch. 

We would like to extend a very warm welcome to all families that will be joining our 
federation family in the new academic year. 

Unusually, and due to a decline in the birth rate we do have a very small number of places 
still available for September and so if you know any friends or family that may also wish to 
join us at Newchurch this September please contact either School Admissions at the Isle of 
Wight Council or Miss Hopper in the school office who will be happy to help . 

 FREE HOT MEALS 
 

The eligibility criteria for free school meals can be found at apply for free school meals. 

We would encourage any parent who has faced a change in personal circumstances, perhaps 
related to the current cost of living crisis, to consider the criteria and apply if they are eligible. 

If the application is approved eligibility can open a gateway to a host of additional financial benefits 
for your child including supporting the purchase of school uniform, funding for school trips, 

additional in-class support.   

Please also remember that children in EYFS, Y1 and Y2 are routinely eligible for a FREE HOT MEAL (no application 
process necessary) and Sharon our chef makes yummy meals that they will enjoy.  Please contact the school 
office if you require any more information about free meals. 

EMERGENCY ALERT 

We have been asked to inform our community that the government’s new emergency alerts system is 
live and will enable people to be contacted via their mobile phone when lives are in danger. The system 
will be tested nationally on Sunday 23 April 2023 at 3pm. 

An emergency alert is a loud, siren-like sound with a message on your 
mobile phone or tablet screen. 

To check an alert is genuine, visit GOV.UK. 

INDUSTRIAL ACTION THIS TERM 

You may be aware that members of the  NEU have proposed further strike action in 
response to issues linked with teachers pay, recruitment and retention.   It is 
unfortunate that the situation has not yet been resolved and we hope that our 
communities appreciate that our staff continually do their best for pupils, but the 
system in which teachers work is getting more and more challenging.  The key issue remains that the 
government offer is not fully funded meaning that additional monies will be taken from existing school 
budgets to pay for the proposed increase.  This means more and more money being taken away from 
the children in our schools. 

The next dates for proposed action is Thursday 27th April and Tuesday 2nd May.  Please ensure that 
you read the additional communication emailed yesterday that details the alternative arrangements 
that may be necessary for this date.  

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
https://www.gov.uk/alerts?utm_source=17%20April%202023%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


A little insight into the pupils’ learning this week: 

Apple Class have settled brilliantly back into school life and are raring to get on with their learning.  This 
week we have been learning about the life cycle of a butterfly. and have made our own story boards to 
help us retell the story of The very hungry caterpillar. In maths, we have been looking at how symmetrical 
the patterns on their wings are and have had a go at printing our own symmetrical patterns.  We have 
been learning how to sign the colours of the rainbow and are to sign and sing  'I can sing a rainbow'.       
 
 

What a wonderful start to the first week of the summer term! This week the children have dived into our new 
book 'Emma Jane’s Aeroplane' and it has been brilliant to see the children share their experiences of going 
away and what they have seen and where! If you have any photos of your child visiting somewhere 
different please share them on SEESAW for our class map! In Geography the children have been exploring 
the UK, we have been identifying common themes that you would find in the country and city! In phonics 
we have been working hard decoding alien words and all the staff have been impressed with the children's 
resilience, a big well done! In Art we have started looking at self portraits and noticing key features about 
our own faces using mirrors to help us sketch ourselves accurately.   

 
Lovelace class have had a super start to the Summer term!  We have been learning all about measure and 
have been looking at height and length.  To get our brains working we started with a challenge in the 
playground.  We had a list of objects on the playground that we had to decide whether to measure the 
length or height.   We then had a selection of rulers, tape measures, metre sticks and trundle wheels.  We 
decided which tool would be best for each task and worked together with our friends to make sure that we 
were being accurate in our measurements.  In literacy we have been writing our own sets of instructions 
for how to be a good friend.  To do this we have been concentrating on our spelling rules, surrounding 
suffixes and trying to use words like, kindness and happily.  In Science we have recapped all the things 

that we know about plants from our Year 1 learning and decided on the next things that we would like to know!  If you can 
please save and bring in any egg boxes for us to use as seed trays that would be very helpful!   
 
This week Thompson Class have been starting to look at fractions in maths. In English we have started to 
look at our new book The Tin Forest looking at describing the forest. In Science we have been doing further 
experiments to do with solids, liquids and gases. We have also started to look at the water cycle. In PSHE 
we have been looking at ways to protect our environments.  

 
Year four have really enjoyed starting the new key text this half term – ‘Leon and the Place Between.’ They had 
an extra special visit from the magician Abdul Kazan who answered any questions they had about the story 
and his character. In maths, the class of started to learn about decimals and have spent some time 
investigating tenths. As part of the new geography, learning, the class used atlases to find and locate the 
counties Greater London and the Isle of Wight. They looked at what they knew already about these two 
counties in preparation for their new learning this half term. We have also been learning about using electrics 

safely as an important start of the new science topic “making electrical circuits”.  
 
Johnson Class have started the term with a very busy week. The first group started their sailing lessons and 
enjoyed learning all about the parts of a sailing boat and how it works. We have started our new book 'Night 
at the Frost Fair', where real life historical events inspired a brilliant story.  We have loved learning about 
when the Thames froze over and how London has changed in time. This also leads into a new Geography 
topic of Settlements. This week we learnt about the differences between hamlets, villages, towns and cities. 
This will help us understand why people settle in different areas of the country. In Art, we have started 
looking at street art and throw ups! Yes, throw ups! These are graffiti names or words that can tell people 
who created the art. Some budding artists in the making! 

 
Year 6 became archaeologists this week during our history lesson. We were shown various different artifacts 
by Dr Dianne and had to work out what they were made of, what they may have been used for and who might 
have owned them based on what we have learned so far about the Maya. We then considered what this 
could tell us about how the Maya lived. In maths, we have been revising fractions. We recapped the four 
operations and how to work out equivalent fractions, decimals and percentages. We began writing a non-
chronological report in English all about the Yellow Spotted Lizard. We used the information we had gathered 

about the creatures from reading 'Holes' last half term and created a formal information text. 



CONVERSATION STARTERS! 

Want to know what your children have been learning this week?  Here are some conversation 
starters that may help you talk to them about what they have been up to in class! 

 

YEAR R 

Talk to me about ... caterpillars and butterflies  
 
Words to use ... caterpillar, butterfly, life cycle, cocoon, 
soft egg, symmetrical, wings  
 
Top tips ... see if you can spot any symmetrical patterns 
 
We have been reading ... The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
by Eric Carle 

YEAR 1 

Talk to me about... Where have you been in the UK?  
 
Words to use... City, North, East, South, West and car, 
plane, train and aeroplane.  
 
Tips for the week...Can you find a sunny spot outside to 
read your book?  
 
We have been reading... Emma Jane's Aeroplane by 
Katie Haworth.  
  

YEAR 2 

Talk to me about…  fire safety measures  
 
Words to use… emergency services, height, length, 
kilometres, metres, centimetres, millimetres 
 
Tips for the week…  Try and make sure you know your 
address just in case you ever have to ring 999- the 
children will be bringing home a postcard with their 
address on to keep in a place they can see. 
 
We have been reading…  Mixed by Aree Chung 

YEAR 3 

Talk to me about ...  The Environment 
  
Words to use ... recycling, reducing, reusing 
 
Tips for the week ... we have been talking in school 
about save energy and water in school, how to reduce 
waste and just generally looking after our school. Talk 
about how you can do these things at home 
 
We have been reading ... The Tin Forest by Helen Ward  

YEAR 4 

Talk to me about… tenths  
 
Words to use… decimals, place value, ones, ten, tenths, 
divide  
 
Tips for the week.., remember to practise your times 
tables at home, especially those tricky ones (7,8,9)  
 
We have been reading… “Leon and the place between” 
by Angela McAllister  

YEAR 5 

Talk to me about..............Settlements 
 
Words to use..... location, areas, facilities, transport links, 
cathedrals, amenities, hamlets, villages, towns and cities 
 
Tips for the week .....When you visit a new place, decide 
if it is a hamlet, village, town or city. 
  
We have been reading ....... Night at the Frost Fair Emma 
Carroll 

YEAR 6 

Talk to me about...Maya artefacts 
 
Words to use...jade, obsidian, jaguar, codex 
 
Tip of the week...practise the year 5/6 spellings on 
Spelling Shed 
 
We are reading... Malamander by Thomas Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 



Lunchtime Menu — Chartwells for week beginning  24th April 2023 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Choice 1 Cheese & 
Tomato Pizza 
with Wedges 

Chinese 
Chicken & 
Vegetable Rice  

Roast 
Gammon, 
Roast Potatoes 
& Gravy 

Lasagne & 
Garlic Bread 

Fish Fingers & 
Chips 

Choice 2 Vegetable 
Pastry Roll & 
Wedges 

Macaroni 
Cheese 

Sweet Potato & 
Chickpea Roast 

Vegetable 
Lasagne & 
Garlic Bread 

Vegetarian 
Dippers & 
Chips 

Dessert Oat Cookie with 
Fruit 

Orange Jelly Chocolate and 
Banana Marble 

Strawberry Ice 
Cream 

Flapjack 

Don’t forget to pre order and pay for your meals on School Money before you arrive at 
school on Monday morning! 

KEY STAGE 2 CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY 

We are super proud of all of our winners ! 

Sticker cards  

Oliwia W, Willow T, Luke B, Ariella W, Harry G, Arianna R & Evie B  

Y3—Scarlett B  

Year 4—Natalie deB 

Year 5—Sophia F  

Year 6—Sam D & 
Maisie M  

Harry G  Grace A Jaxson N  Harriet F  Chloe L, Loella M, 
Maisie M & Jess B  


