Welcome to EYFS at Newchurch
Our Intent: Why do we teach what we teach?
At Newchurch Primary School we strongly believe that the early years of education are the ‘building blocks’ for
success therefore it is important for us to recognise the uniqueness of each child and support them to reach
their potential. As a School, we are passionate about teaching ‘the right stuff to the right children in the right
way at the right time!’ and this is at the very heart of our early years pedagogy. We do this through the
observation, assessment, planning cycle.
We believe that the Characteristics of Effective Learning underpin everything that we do within our EYFS
environment:

•

Playing and exploring

•

Active learning

•

Creating and thinking critically

We recognise these to be key in establishing strong roots to enable our children to become independent,
inquisitive and resilient learners that seek to challenge themselves. We passionately believe in child led learning,
through play and exploration and therefore recognise that the role of our environment and the role of the adult
in it is crucial. Our 'Mission Possible curriculum' has 5 key principles that underpin all that we do and encourages
the children to make healthy choices, be resilient, live respectfully, make a difference and make it happen!
We use open-ended resources and open-ended questioning to allow the children to show us what they can do and
identify possible areas in which to challenge and extend a child’s current learning and development. We embed
opportunities for children to develop and practice their early reading, writing and maths skills within the
environment, offering them purpose and reason to use these newly acquired skills.

Welcome to EYFS at Newchurch
Our Implementation: How do we teach what we teach?
We aim to create an attractive and stimulating learning environment where children feel confident, secure and challenged. The
children have free flow access to an indoor and outdoor environment that has been designed to support all areas of learning.
We use our observations of the children to plan in the moment; this enables us to follow and build upon their current interests,
knowledge and experiences.
We recognise that play based learning is paramount and children across the Federation spend extended periods of the day in
continuous provision, directing their own learning and having time to develop their ideas.
Continuous provision provides the children with the opportunity to demonstrate all three characteristics of effective teaching and learning.
It also enables children to return to their explorations and consolidate their learning over the course of a day or a more extended period.
We recognise that when children do this, they can explore what happens to things as they change over time, and make changes to explore new
ideas. Continuous provision also allows children to make choices and initiate play without interaction with an adult therefore enabling them to
embed and secure their learning in real life contexts.

Planning and Teaching
The EYFS staff plan and teach a balanced range of activities and experiences to cover the seven areas of learning outlined in the new EYFS
Framework.

Curriculum Timetable
Wherever possible and appropriate, the Foundation Stage curriculum is developed within a cross-curricular context, linked to the children’s
interests and fascinations. English and Maths opportunities are abundant in all areas of continuous provision, inside and out.

Expanding our Cultural capital
We seek opportunities to take the children out and about in the local community including woodland walks, beach visits and farm visits. We
also invite local people in to share their knowledge with us for example firefighters, police officers, artists and environmental experts.

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum
Across the Federation, we refer to the EYFS Statutory Framework for guidance to help us develop the different aspects of early
education for our children.
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Our curriculum goals highlight all of the
things we wish the children to know,
experience and be able to do as a result of
their time in EYFS. Much of the time, the
children will guide their own learning but we
are mindful of the outcomes we want our
children to reach and help guide them
towards them.

Communication and
Language
We talk about what we observe.

We have lots
of
opportunities
to become
confident
communicators
and love
sharing our
ideas.
We listen to our
friends.

We love learning new words
and teaching them to Vinnie
the vocabulary vulture.

We learn to solve problems and negotiate with each other.

Personal, Social and Emotional
Development

We are
good
friends!
We challenge ourselves
to do new things.

We take turns and work together to
solve problems.

We are independent and
we are resilient.

Physical Development:
Gross Motor

We manage our
own risks.
We have lots of opportunities to strengthen our
core muscles and build up our upper body strength.

We love climbing, digging, sweeping and swinging!

Physical Development:
Fine Motor

We
practice
writing
letters
everywhere!

We have lots of activities to strengthen
the muscles in our hands and develop our
pencil grip.

We use real tools to peel, saw, grate, mix and cut.

We write for a purpose.

We love making our own books, writing
stories and shopping lists.

Writing in EYFS

We make labels and signs for our
work.

Reading in EYFS

We love sharing stories with our
friends and our Year 6 buddies!
We use props and puppets to help us retell stories.

We like spotting new
words and talking about
the characters and the
setting.

We love talking about what we can see and ow we can see it.

Maths in EYFS

We love spotting parts of numbers!

We use number frames to solve simple
problems.

“6 is 2 and 2 and 2 and 1.”

We play lots of maths games.

Staying Safe and Healthy in
EYFS

We learn how to keep ourselves
safe online.

We love
making our
own
snacks.

We learn to use real tools and equipment.
We know it’s important to look after our
well-being.

We follow simple recipes and measure our ingredients.

We have lots of opportunities to widen our cultural capital.

Understanding the World:
Past and Present

We learn
about
historical
events.

We get to meet real
life heroes such as
police officers, doctors and paramedics.

We talk about our real
life experiences.

We share information books about the past.

We use non-fiction books to learn about the past.

Understanding the World:
People, Culture and Communities

We look
at maps
and love
drawing
our own
to show
our
journey.

We talk about our environment
and where we live.

We learn about different cultures and times
that are special.

We have lots of opportunities to widen our cultural capital.

Understanding the World:
The Natural World

We grow our own plants from seed.

We love hunting
for bugs with our
friends. We use
books and iPads to
help us identify
what we find.
We observe changes.

We carry out our own tests
and talk about what we see.

We think about how we can improve our models.

Expressive Arts and Design:
Creating with materials

We look closely at colours and details.

We love designing and creating our
own models.
We think
carefully about
how to join
materials.

We use our real life and story experiences to influence
our role play.

Expressive Arts and Design: Being
Imaginative and Expressive

We enjoy experimenting
with sound and rhythm.
We love performing on our stage and
enjoy putting on our own shows.

We like dressing up and
role playing.

Equality of Access

We work closely with our SENCO to identify
emerging need and look to engage outside support as
quickly as possible.

We work with outside agencies to support our
children and our families.

For further information about SEN at our school, please contact Mrs Kelly via the school office.

Staff Training and CPD

We recognise that all adults in EYFS need
a good understanding of early childhood
development and seek out high quality
training for all staff.

We passionately believe in child lead
learning and regularly access training that
helps us maintain high quality adult
interactions and an open ended and
engaging learning environment.

We regularly attend EYFS Network
meetings and EYFS Headteacher briefings
hosted by the Local Authority.

All TA’s, teachers and Senior leaders across
the federation completed the Little Wandle
Phonics training in the Autumn term.

We believe that this investment will ensure a
high level of understanding of we teach
phonics how throughout the school.
Find out more about Little Wandle here:
https://
www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/

Parent Partnership

Stay and Play Sessions
We would like to invite your child to come
and play on Friday 10th, 17th and 24th June.

Home Visits
These will take place in June and are a great
opportunity for us to get to know each other
and alleviate any worries.
Parent Workshops
Throughout the year, we offer parent workshops to help parents
support their children with Maths, Phonics and Reading at home.

SeeSaw to share WOW moments

SeeSaw to share key information
Parent plan, Home Learning Grid, Upcoming
visits and events.

Mentor meetings
These happen three times a year and a great
opportunity to discuss and celebrate your
child’s learning.

We positively encourage you to share your proud parent
moments with us! Your contributions to your child’s learning
journal are invaluable and the children love sharing their
achievements with their friends.

Get Involved!
Join FONS (Friends of Newchurch Primary
School)

Welcome to EYFS at Newchurch
Our Impact: How do we know what pupils have learnt and how
well they have learnt it?
Ongoing observations—
Observations are used to inform our planning and identify children’s next steps. This formative assessment does not
involve prolonged periods of time away from the children infact it positively encourages us to spend time playing with
them. EYFS staff draw on their knowledge of the child and their own expert professional judgements through
discussions with other practitioners, photographs and physical examples such as a child’s drawing or mark-making. Some
WOW moments are uploaded using SeeSaw, our online learning journal, and shared with parents and carers.
High levels of engagement and sustained play—

On entering our EYFS environment you will observe the children absorbed in activities, demonstrating high levels of
engagement and often working collaboratively with their peers. You will see the children using play opportunities to
independently secure, embed and further develop their early reading, writing and maths
skills for real life purposes. You will witness our 'Mission Possible curriculum' in action
and proudly watch the children independently making healthy choices, being resilient,
living respectfully, making a difference and making it happen!
A happy and smooth transition into Year 1—

Finally, impact is evident through our successful transition
into Year 1. Our robust planning and delivery across the
spectrum of subjects – both core and foundation - ensures
that children leave the EYFS stage with the skills,
knowledge and confidence to continue their journey as
scientists, historians, artists, mathematicians, authors
and explorers.

