What is Phonics?

Phonics

Phonics involves matching the sounds
of spoken English with individual
letters or groups of letters in order
to read and then to spell.

Watch this fun animated introduction to the key aspects of learning
to read using phonics. Great for learning more about key terms such
as 'phonemes', 'blending‘ and 'tricky words’. Click here if the video
won’t play!

Phonics – Key Terms
Phoneme The
name for a
distinct unit of
sound – ‘fff’ or
‘bbb’
Grapheme
The name for the spelling of a
phoneme – ‘er’ and ‘ir’ are different
graphemes for the same phoneme.
Blending
When children learn
to read a word, they
are encouraged to
sound out the
phonemes and then
blend them together…
‘j’, ‘a’, ‘m’ becomes
‘jjjaaammm – jam’

Digraph
A two lettered
grapheme – ‘th’

Trigraph
A three lettered
grapheme – ‘ure’

Tricky words
These are words that do not fully follow the
phonemic code and need to be learnt off by
heart. There are lists of these for each
class/phase.
Segmenting
When children learn
to spell a word, they
are encouraged to
segment the sounds to
spell each phoneme,
making sure that
every sound they can
here is represented.

We teach
the children
all of these
terms from
YR.

Phonics
At Newchurch Primary School, we follow Little Wandle Revised Letters and Sounds.
Follow this link for parent information:
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
We aim to develop the children's speaking and listening skills in their own right as
well as to prepare children for learning to read by developing their phonic knowledge
and skills.
Phase 1 phonics is taught in pre school and nursery settings.
(Listening skills, sound discrimination, alliteration, rhyming words, oral
blending and segmenting)

Phase 2 phonics taught at the beginning of Reception year.
(s a t p i n m d g o c k ck e u r h b f ff l ll ss j v w x y z zz qu ch sh th
ng nk)
Phase 3 phonics is taught in the middle / towards the end of Reception year.
(ai ee igh oa oo oo ar or ur ow oi ear air ure er)

Phonics

Phase 4 phonics is taught at the end of Reception /beginning of
Year 1.(No new graphemes are introduced. The main aim of this phase is to
consolidate the children's knowledge and to help them learn to read and
spell words which have adjacent consonants, such as trap, string and milk.)

Phase 5 phonics is taught in Y1.
New graphemes: ay (day) ou (out) ie (tie) ea (east) oy (boy) ir (girl) ue (blue)
aw (saw) wh (when) ph (photo) ew (new) oe (toe) au (Paul) Split digraphs a-e
(make) e-e (these) i-e (like) o-e (home) u-e (rule)
New pronunciations for known graphemes: i (fin, find), o (hot, cold), c (cat,
cent), g (got, giant), u (but, put (in south of England), ow (cow, blow), ie (tie,
field), ea (eat, bread), er (farmer, her), a (hat, what), y (yes, by, very), ch
(chin, school, chef), ou (out, shoulder, could, you)
Phonics in Y2 we begin with a recap of Phase 5 in the Autumn term.
We then teach spelling rules - Past tense words, Adding Suffixes/prefixes to
make longer words, Tricky ‘bits’ in words and use of memory strategies.
Phonics in KS2 Segmenting using phonic rules for spelling continues from Y3
to Y6.
Some children will need further support using phonics for reading into Y3
and beyond. Our GPC charts are displayed and used in all of our KS2
classrooms to ensure continuity and targeted phonic intervention is used as
appropriate alongside whole word spelling intervention.

Phonics
Pure sound pronunciation
We teach children to listen to and identify the sounds that make
up words. We carefully model the pure sound. Pronouncing each
letter sound clearly and distinctly without adding
additional sounds to the end e.g. 'f' not 'fuh. ‘ Click on the videos
below to listen to correct sound pronunciation. (Follow this link
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
and scroll down to find the videos if the video links do not work).

Phase 2 sounds taught in
Reception Autumn 1

Phase 2 sounds taught in
Reception Autumn 2

Phase 2 sounds taught in
Reception Spring 1

Phonics
To support our teaching of
phonics we use reading
books that are fully
decodable:
• Collins Big Cat Phonics
books
• Pearson Bug Club books
We carefully match the
children's phonics ability
to the phonic reading
book they bring home to
ensure they are practising
reading the sounds they
have learnt.

Phonics
To support the learning of phonics we use grapheme/phoneme correspondence
charts (GPC). These charts are in large poster form in every classroom and
increase in difficulty to reflect phonics and spelling learning from YR-Y6 while
keeping a consistent approach.
Each child has access to a table copy of this chart whenever they are writing
and we use these regularly to support the children’s phonics and spelling work
in devoted lessons to these aspects.

Spelling across the school
Spelling is an integral part of our phonics lessons and is introduced in EYFS and
continued throughout Year 1.
In Year 2, after a recap of Phase 5 children learn spelling rules following the
Hampshire spelling progression using the No Nonsense spelling scheme.
In Key Stage 2 children have daily spelling lessons. They learn tricky words
and spelling rules following the Hampshire spelling progression using the No
Nonsense spelling scheme. This is supplemented with spelling homework and we
use the spelling shed resources for this.

We are committed to children being able to spell accurately
in their writing. Proof reading and editing of writing has a
spelling focus from Year 2 onwards and there is an
expectation that spelling rules and tricky words that have
been previously taught are independently corrected.

Staff CPD
We are committed to raising standards and the Senior Leadership Team model this
by attending CPD, that has been carefully matched to our vision and needs, with the
teachers and other staff.
We are devoted to understanding the basics of phonics and the pure sounds at the
start of their time with us. All staff, from Reception to Y6, have completed Little
Wandle CPD. From this point, CPD is tailored to their needs.
Senior leaders are committed to keeping their knowledge and understanding of the
latest pedagogical research related to phonics and ensure that this knowledge is
disseminated to staff responsible for teaching this aspect of the curriculum.

