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Geography

Our Intent Statement

It is our intent for our Geography curriculum to
inspire pupils with a curiosity and fascination
about the world and its people that will remain
with them for the rest of their lives.
Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge
about diverse places, people, resources and
natural and human environments, together with a
deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical
and human processes.
As pupils progress, their growing knowledge
about the world should help them deepen their
understanding of the interaction between
physical and human processes, and of the
formation and use of landscape and
environments.
As with other curriculum subjects, our teaching
in Geography will focus the ‘right things at the
right pupils at the right time’.
We want our pupils to gain confidence and
practical experiences of geographical knowledge,
understanding and skills that explain how the
Earth’s features at different scales are shaped,
interconnected and change over time.
Through this experiential approach, we want our
pupils to develop resilience and a desire to
approach any challenge with a Mission Possible
attitude (i.e. challenging ourselves and moving
outside of our ‘comfort zone’).

How the Geography
curriculum is delivered
Year 3 Sketch
Maps of Newchurch
Teaching should equip pupils with
knowledge about diverse places,
people, resources and natural and
human environments, together with
a deep understanding of the
Earth’s key physical and human
processes.

Year 1 Aerial
Photography of
Newchurch

Year 4 Community Projects
Down by the Riverside

KS1 Exploring our
Local Environment
Year 6 Rainforest
Challenge and Presentation

Year 2 Creating a
Kenyan Village

Year 5 London
Residential Trip

Geography in
Reception

Impact
The children gained first hand
experience of their local
environment.
This enabled them to talk about
what they saw and use creative
means to share this experience.

Reception
As part of Wellness Wednesdays, we went to
Borthwood Copse to explore the woods.

When we arrived at the woods, we talked about some
of the similarities and difference between Borthwood
Copse and our school. The children also talked about
times they had visited other woods.
On the journey there we looked
out for familiar landmarks and
talked about our journey to
school and where we live as
where our family live.

Curriculum
enrichment
Year 1

Impact

Geography in
Year 1

Year 1
used aerial photographs to
locate different parts of the
school.

Curriculum
enrichment
Year 2—Impact
Year 2 have lots of opportunities
throughout the year to
explore their local are. This is an
important start to their understanding of human and physical environments and to become confident
with the world around them. They
have used these first hand
experiences to develop their
confidence in comparing
different locations.

Geography in
Year 2
Year 2
Visited Shanklin beach as part of
their Local area topic. They
discussed the human and physical
features of the beach and created
some sketch maps.

Year 2 boarded a ‘plane’ to
Kenya as part of their
Geography topic. During this
topic they carry out a
comparison study between
Kenya and the UK.

We have studied maps
of our local area and
developed key map
skills, including using
compass points and
reading keys.

We looked at the seven
continents and the five
oceans of the world.

Curriculum
enrichment
Year 3

Year 4

Impact

Impact

Geography in
Year 3 and
Year 4
Year 3 created maps using
natural objects.
They created a map of a
theme park for an ant.
They labelled the four
compass points and the
entrance and exit.

Year 4 took part in the
Down to the Riverbank event
with the New Carnival
Company.

Year 3 mini Earths
using Plasticine.
They built their
globes to
demonstrate the
layers of the
Earth: from the
inner core to the
outer crust.

Curriculum
enrichment
Year 5

Impact
Year 5’s trip to London deepened their
understanding of the human and
physical geography of a major city.

Year 6

Impact

Geography in
Year 5 and 6

Year 5
Year 5 have been focusing on field work skills. They
used maps, compasses and grid references to work
their way around Borthwood Copse in groups. This
enabled use to develop a cohesive relationship between
Geography and sport.

Year 6
We studied topography and
created our own contour line
models.

Year 6 have continued the
development of orienteering and
map skills in Upper Key Stage 2;
looking at 8 point compass points
and six figure grid references.

We have also been working with local
secondary schools to support the
delivery of Geography within upper
key stage 2.

Inclusion and
Provision for SEN

All teachers teach with the Newchurch
ethos “the right teaching at the right
time”.

Teachers use a variety of
activities to enrich the Geography
Curriculum. Including fieldwork
skills developed within the school
environment as well as the local
area.

Within the teaching of Geography teachers
incorporate a range of teaching styles
e.g. kinaesthetic, verbal as well as visual to
appeal to individual learning styles.

Teachers differentiate throughout.

Opportunities to Improve
Cultural Capital

Geographical investigations within the school
grounds

Geographical investigations outside school.

Involvement with
Wider Community

Year 4 took part in the
Down to the Riverbank event
with the New Carnival
Company.

How Geography connects to
other subjects

History
Art

English

Science

Sports

Design and Technology

We are still able to use school
resources within each bubble.

Impact of
COVID-19

They are cleaned and quarantined
before being used.
We have been using the laptops
and iPads to carry out research
and view the world using google
earth.

Atlases

We have used out school environment to work on
map skills and to carry out field work.

Across the school, we have
noticed that fieldwork and physical geography skills are areas of
the curriculum which have been
impacted the most. As a result
we are working alongside professionals and secondary teachers
to support children with these
skills.

